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Financial Assistance for Prescription Drugs
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BC Cancer Agency covers the cost of standard chemotherapy, oral chemotherapy and hormone treatments. You may be
required, however, to purchase prescription drugs to control symptoms (e.g. nausea and vomiting) related to these
treatments. Prescription medications can be bought at any pharmacy in your community. Often these need to be
purchased in advance of treatment so that you have them available to take either prior to your chemotherapy or
immediately following. Patients receiving radiation therapy may also be given prescriptions to be filled in a community
pharmacy.
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If you need financial assistance with the cost of prescription drugs related to your cancer treatment, there is help
available. Consider all your options.
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Make sure you are registered for BC's Fair PharmaCare Program. To check your
registration status: go online to Fair PharmaCare > Check Registration (you must have

a Personal Health Number). If you are not registered, the quickest way to register is
online or by telephone.
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If your income has decreased by 10% or more in the past 2 years, consider applying
for an Income Review with PharmaCare to reduce your Fair PharmaCare deductible.
Go online to Google > Fair PharmaCare Income Review.
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If you would like to register by phone or speak to a PharmaCare representative call:
1-800-663-7100.
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If you are registered with Plan P — Palliative Benefits Program you may be eligible for
certain medications, medical supplies and products. Check with your local pharmacy.
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Extended Health Benefits
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Check with your employer or other private insurer to see whether or not you have
extended health coverage that includes the cost of your prescriptions.
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If you are receiving income assistance or disability benefits through Ministry of Social
Development and Social Innovation most generic cancer-related prescription
medications are covered. However, you may want to check for any additional benefits
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or requirements. Contact the Ministry of Social Development at 1-866-866-0800.
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You may apply for a subsidy from the Canadian Cancer Society Financial Drug
Support Program to assist with medication costs if you have low income. For more
information, call the Cancer Information Service at 1-888-939-3333 or go to the
Canadian Cancer Society website: www.cancer.ca > support & services > financial
help.
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If you are not sure about eligibility for programs or you have an urgent financial need,
call your Cancer Centre’s Patient & Family Counselling Services to make an
appointment with a counsellor.
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The Financial Information for Cancer Patients (English) pamphlet is available in print at
Patient & Family Counselling Services and Cancer Information Centres. Financial and
service information can also be viewed in video form, downloaded or purchased from
the bookstore see our website www.bccancer.ca - Coping with Cancer - Practical
Support — Resources.
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